
Black Achievement in the History of Tennis:
Volume 1: Sports and Entertainment
Tennis, a sport that combines athleticism, skill, and mental fortitude, has a
rich and storied history. Despite facing significant barriers and
discrimination, Black athletes have made indelible contributions to the
sport, showcasing their exceptional abilities and inspiring generations to
come. This article, Volume 1 of a multi-part series, delves into the
remarkable achievements of Black tennis players in the realm of sports and
entertainment.

Early Pioneers
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The earliest known Black tennis player was John "Joshua" Johnson, who
played in the 1880s in New York City. However, it was Althea Gibson who
shattered racial barriers and became the first Black woman to win a Grand
Slam tennis tournament. In 1956, she triumphed at the French
Championships, followed by victories at Wimbledon and the US Open in
1957 and 1958, respectively. Gibson's groundbreaking achievements
paved the way for other Black players to excel in the sport.

The Golden Age
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The 1960s and 1970s witnessed the emergence of several Black tennis
stars who dominated the sport. Arthur Ashe, known for his powerful serve
and elegant style, became the first Black man to win a Grand Slam
tournament, capturing the US Open in 1968. He also triumphed at the
Australian Open in 1970 and Wimbledon in 1975.

Alongside Ashe, other Black players made significant contributions during
this period. Charlie Pasarell and Roscoe Tanner achieved notable victories
and ranked among the top players in the world. Zina Garrison and Lori
McNeil were two of the most successful Black female tennis players of the
era, both reaching the semifinals of Grand Slam tournaments.

Contemporary Successes
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In the modern era, Black tennis players have continued to raise the bar and
achieve extraordinary success. Serena Williams and her sister Venus
Williams have established themselves as two of the greatest players of all
time. Serena has won 23 Grand Slam singles titles, the most by any female
player in the Open Era, and has held the world No. 1 ranking for a record
186 consecutive weeks. Venus has won seven Grand Slam singles titles
and has been ranked as high as No. 1 in the world.

Other notable contemporary Black tennis players include Sloane Stephens,
Madison Keys, and Frances Tiafoe. Stephens won the US Open in 2017,
becoming the first Black woman to win the tournament since Serena in
2015. Keys has reached multiple Grand Slam finals and is known for her
aggressive style of play. Tiafoe, a rising star, reached the quarterfinals of
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the Australian Open in 2019 and has consistently performed well on the
ATP Tour.

Cultural Impact

Beyond their athletic achievements, Black tennis players have also made a
significant cultural impact. Their success has inspired movies, television
shows, and books that celebrate their journeys and highlight the challenges
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they have overcome. The 2021 film "King Richard," starring Will Smith as
Venus and Serena's father, Richard Williams, showcased the extraordinary
bond and sacrifices made by the family.

Black tennis players have also used their platforms to advocate for social
justice and equality. Arthur Ashe was a prominent voice for civil rights and
founded the Arthur Ashe Institute for Urban Health to address health
disparities in underserved communities. Serena Williams has been
outspoken on issues of racial injustice and gender equality.

The achievements of Black tennis players in the realm of sports and
entertainment are a testament to their determination, talent, and
unwavering spirit. From Althea Gibson's groundbreaking victories to the
dominance of legends like Arthur Ashe and Serena Williams, Black athletes
have left an indelible mark on the game. Their success has not only
inspired generations but has also played a pivotal role in shaping the
cultural landscape. As the sport of tennis continues to evolve, we can
expect Black players to continue to make significant contributions and to
serve as role models for aspiring athletes around the world.
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