
Conversations With Flat Earthers, Climate
Deniers, and Others Who Defy Reason
Have you ever had a conversation with someone who believes the Earth is
flat or that climate change is a hoax? If so, you know that it can be a
frustrating and even maddening experience. These people seem to be
immune to reason and evidence, and their beliefs can be deeply rooted in
their personal worldview. So what can you do when you're faced with
someone who defies reason? In this article, we'll explore some strategies
for having productive conversations with flat Earthers, climate deniers, and
others who defy reason.
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Understand their worldview

The first step to having a productive conversation with someone who defies
reason is to understand their worldview. What are their core beliefs? What
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are their sources of information? Once you understand their worldview, you
can start to see where they're coming from and why they hold the beliefs
they do.

For example, many flat Earthers believe that the Earth is flat because
they've never seen any evidence to the contrary. They've never been to
space, and they don't trust the government or the scientific community. As a
result, they're more likely to believe information that confirms their existing
beliefs, even if it's not based on evidence.

Similarly, many climate deniers believe that climate change is a hoax
because it conflicts with their worldview. They may believe that the Earth is
a self-regulating system that can't be affected by human activity. Or they
may believe that the scientific community is biased and that climate change
is a political agenda. As a result, they're more likely to dismiss evidence
that supports climate change and to focus on evidence that contradicts it.

Use evidence and reason

Once you understand someone's worldview, you can start to use evidence
and reason to challenge their beliefs. However, it's important to remember
that people who defy reason are often resistant to change. They may not
be interested in hearing evidence that contradicts their beliefs, and they
may even be hostile to you if you try to challenge them.

As a result, it's important to be patient and respectful when using evidence
and reason. Start by asking questions about their beliefs and why they hold
them. Once you have a better understanding of their position, you can start
to present evidence that contradicts their beliefs. Be sure to cite your
sources and explain your reasoning clearly.



For example, you could show a flat Earther a photo of the Earth from
space. Or you could present a climate denier with data showing that the
Earth's temperature has been rising steadily over the past century. Be
prepared for them to resist your evidence and to offer their own
counterarguments. However, if you're patient and persistent, you may be
able to get them to reconsider their beliefs.

Be respectful

It's important to remember that people who defy reason are still people.
They have their own beliefs and values, and they deserve to be treated
with respect. Even if you disagree with their beliefs, you can still have a
productive conversation with them. By being respectful, you can create a
space where they feel safe to share their thoughts and feelings. This can
make it more likely that they will be open to hearing your evidence and
reasoning.

There are a few things you can do to be respectful when having a
conversation with someone who defies reason:

Listen to their point of view without interrupting.

Ask questions to clarify their beliefs.

Avoid using insults or name-calling.

Be open to changing your own beliefs if you're presented with new
evidence.

Having conversations with people who defy reason can be challenging, but
it's not impossible. By understanding their worldview, using evidence and
reason, and being respectful, you can increase the likelihood of having a



productive conversation. Remember, the goal of these conversations is not
to change someone's mind but to open their mind to new possibilities.
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