
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American
City
Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City is a 2016 book by Matthew
Desmond, a sociologist at Princeton University. The book examines the
lives of eight families living in poverty in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Desmond
follows the families as they struggle to find and keep affordable housing,
and he documents the ways in which the eviction process exacerbates
poverty and inequality.

Evicted is a powerful and moving book that sheds light on a hidden crisis in
American cities. Desmond's writing is clear and engaging, and his research
is rigorous and well-documented. The book has received widespread
critical acclaim, and it has been praised by reviewers for its insights into the
lives of the poor and for its call to action to address the affordable housing
crisis.
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Desmond's research reveals that eviction is a common experience for
poor families in America. One in four renters in the United States
experiences an eviction filing each year, and the vast majority of
these evictions are for nonpayment of rent. Eviction has a devastating
impact on families, leading to homelessness, job loss, and health
problems.

Desmond argues that the eviction process is stacked against poor tenants.
Landlords have the power to evict tenants for any reason, and they often
use this power to evict tenants who are behind on rent or who are causing
problems. Tenants who are evicted often have difficulty finding new
housing, and they may end up living in shelters or on the streets.



Desmond's book has sparked a national conversation about the eviction
crisis. In 2017, the National Low Income Housing Coalition launched the
Eviction Lab, a research project that tracks evictions in cities across the
United States. The Eviction Lab's data shows that eviction rates are highest
in cities with high levels of poverty and inequality. Eviction is a major
problem in America, and it is a problem that is only getting worse.
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There are a number of things that can be done to address the eviction
crisis. One important step is to increase funding for affordable housing. By
providing more affordable housing options, we can help to reduce the
number of families who are at risk of eviction.

Another important step is to reform the eviction process. We need to make
it more difficult for landlords to evict tenants for nonpayment of rent. For
example, we could require landlords to give tenants more time to pay their
rent or we could allow tenants to use their security deposits to cover rent
payments.

Eviction is a complex problem, but it is a problem that we can solve. By
working together, we can create a more just and equitable housing system
in America.

Call to Action

If you are interested in helping to address the eviction crisis, there are a
number of things you can do:

Donate to organizations that are working to provide affordable
housing and legal assistance to low-income families.

Contact your elected officials and urge them to support policies
that protect tenants from eviction.

Volunteer your time at a local homeless shelter or housing
counseling agency.

Educate yourself about the eviction crisis and talk to others about
it.



By taking action, we can help to create a more just and equitable housing
system for all.
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