
From Street Block to Cell Block: The
Devastating Impact of Mass Incarceration on
Urban Communities
Mass incarceration has become a defining feature of American society, with
the United States imprisoning more people than any other country in the
world. This epidemic has had a particularly devastating impact on urban
communities, where poverty, crime, and social unrest are already
prevalent.

From Street Block to Cell Block: The Choice is Yours
by Michael Mason

4.5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 4113 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 96 pages
Lending : Enabled

The causes of mass incarceration are complex, but they include the War on
Drugs, which has led to the arrest and imprisonment of millions of people
for nonviolent drug offenses; the rise of tough-on-crime policies, which
have increased the number of people incarcerated for minor offenses; and
the privatization of the prison system, which has created a profit motive for
locking people up.
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The consequences of mass incarceration are also far-reaching. For
individuals, incarceration can lead to the loss of jobs, housing, and family
relationships. It can also make it difficult for people to find employment and
housing after they are released from prison. For communities, mass
incarceration has led to increased poverty, crime, and social unrest. It has
also eroded trust between law enforcement and the communities they
serve.

There are a number of solutions that can be implemented to address the
crisis of mass incarceration. These include:

Reforming the War on Drugs: The United States should decriminalize
or legalize drugs, and focus on treatment and prevention instead of
punishment.

Reducing the number of people incarcerated for nonviolent offenses:
The United States should reduce the sentences for nonviolent drug
offenses, and consider alternatives to incarceration, such as drug
courts and community service.

Investing in communities: The United States should invest in
education, job training, and other programs that help to reduce poverty
and crime. This will help to create a more just and equitable society.

Mass incarceration is a complex problem with no easy solutions. However,
by implementing the solutions outlined above, we can begin to address this
crisis and create a more just and equitable society for all.
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