
Land Navigation: Essential Knowledge for
Military Personnel and Survivalists
Land navigation is the art of determining one's position and direction of
travel in the absence of external aids such as GPS or maps. It is a critical
skill for military personnel, survivalists, and anyone else who spends time in
the wilderness.
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Why is Land Navigation Important?

There are many reasons why land navigation is important. First, it allows
you to find your way in unfamiliar territory. This is essential for military
personnel who need to be able to navigate through enemy territory or to
find their way back to their base. It is also important for survivalists who
need to be able to find food, water, and shelter in the wilderness.
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Second, land navigation can help you to avoid getting lost. This is important
for anyone who spends time in the wilderness, as it can be easy to get
turned around in unfamiliar territory. Even if you have a map and compass,
you can still get lost if you don't know how to use them properly.

Third, land navigation can help you to make informed decisions about your
travel. This is important for military personnel who need to be able to plan
their movements based on the terrain and enemy activity. It is also
important for survivalists who need to be able to decide which way to go to
find food, water, and shelter.

How to Learn Land Navigation

There are many ways to learn land navigation. You can take a class, read a
book, or watch a video. However, the best way to learn is to practice. The
more you practice, the better you will become at it.

Here are some tips for practicing land navigation:

Start in a familiar area.

Use a map and compass to help you find your way.

Practice using different land navigation techniques.

Don't be afraid to get lost.

Land Navigation Techniques

There are many different land navigation techniques. The most common
techniques include:



Dead reckoning is the process of estimating your position based on
your speed, direction of travel, and elapsed time.

Map and compass navigation is the process of using a map and
compass to determine your position and direction of travel.

GPS navigation is the process of using a GPS receiver to determine
your position.

The best land navigation technique for you will depend on the situation.
Dead reckoning is a good technique for short distances and when you have
a good sense of your speed and direction of travel. Map and compass
navigation is a good technique for longer distances and when you need to
be more precise in your navigation. GPS navigation is a good technique for
when you need to be very precise in your navigation or when you are in
unfamiliar territory.

Land Navigation Gear

There is a variety of land navigation gear that can be helpful for you. The
most common land navigation gear includes:

Map

Compass

GPS receiver

Protractor

Scale



The land navigation gear that you need will depend on the situation. If you
are going on a short hike, you may only need a map and compass. If you
are going on a longer hike or expedition, you may need a GPS receiver and
other gear.

Land navigation is a critical skill for military personnel, survivalists, and
anyone else who spends time in the wilderness. By learning land
navigation techniques and practicing them regularly, you can improve your
chances of staying safe and finding your way in unfamiliar territory.
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