
Learn How To Master One Of The Oldest
Mariner Arts
Celestial navigation is one of the oldest mariner arts, and it's still used by
sailors today. It's a method of navigation that uses the positions of the sun,
moon, and stars to determine your latitude and longitude. This allows you
to plot your course and sail to your destination, even if you're out of sight of
land.
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Celestial navigation is a complex skill, but it's not impossible to learn. With
a little practice, you can master this ancient art and become a more
confident and capable sailor.

How To Find Your Latitude

Your latitude is your distance north or south of the equator. It's measured in
degrees, minutes, and seconds of arc. To find your latitude, you need to
measure the angle between the horizon and the North Star (Polaris).
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To do this, you'll need a sextant. A sextant is a specialized tool that
measures angles between two objects. Once you have your sextant, follow
these steps:

1. Hold the sextant up to your eye and look through the eyepiece.

2. Align the horizon with the bottom of the sextant.

3. Move the index arm until the North Star is centered in the sextant.

4. Read the angle on the sextant's scale.

The angle you read is your latitude. If the angle is positive, you're north of
the equator. If the angle is negative, you're south of the equator.

How To Find Your Longitude

Your longitude is your distance east or west of the prime meridian. It's also
measured in degrees, minutes, and seconds of arc. To find your longitude,
you need to know the time at your location and the time at the prime
meridian (0 degrees longitude).

Once you have these two times, you can use the following formula to
calculate your longitude:

longitude = (time at your location - time at the prime meridian) * 15

For example, if it's 12:00 noon at your location and 6:00 AM at the prime
meridian, your longitude is 90 degrees west.

How To Plot Your Course



Once you know your latitude and longitude, you can plot your course on a
chart. A chart is a map of the ocean that shows the locations of
landmasses, reefs, and other hazards. To plot your course, follow these
steps:

1. Find your starting point on the chart.

2. Draw a line from your starting point to your destination.

3. Measure the angle between your line and the nearest meridian.

4. Convert the angle to degrees, minutes, and seconds of arc.

5. Write down the latitude and longitude of your destination.

Your plotted course will show you the direction you need to sail and the
distance you need to travel.

How To Use A Sextant

A sextant is a specialized tool that measures angles between two objects.
It's used to find the latitude and longitude of a ship. To use a sextant, follow
these steps:

1. Hold the sextant up to your eye and look through the eyepiece.

2. Align the horizon with the bottom of the sextant.

3. Move the index arm until the object you're measuring is centered in the
sextant.

4. Read the angle on the sextant's scale.



The angle you read is the angle between the horizon and the object you're
measuring. You can use this angle to calculate your latitude or longitude.

Celestial navigation is a complex skill, but it's not impossible to learn. With
a little practice, you can master this ancient art and become a more
confident and capable sailor.
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