Many Colors: Cultural Intelligence for a
Changing Church

The church is changing. The world is becoming increasingly diverse, and
the church needs to be able to reach out to people from all backgrounds.
Cultural intelligence is the key to ng this effectively.

Cultural intelligence is the ability to understand and interact with people
from different cultures. It is about being aware of your own cultural biases
and assumptions, and being able to adapt your behavior to different
situations.

Why is cultural intelligence important for the church?
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The church is called to be a light to the world, and this means reaching out
to people from all backgrounds. In order to do this, we need to be able to
understand and relate to people from different cultures.
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Cultural intelligence is also important for evangelism. When we share the
gospel with someone from a different culture, we need to be able to do so
in a way that is relevant and meaningful to them.

How can we develop cultural intelligence?

There are a number of things we can do to develop our cultural intelligence.
Here are a few tips:

= Be aware of your own cultural biases and assumptions. Everyone
has cultural biases, but it is important to be aware of them so that we
can avoid letting them get in the way of our interactions with people
from other cultures.

= Learn about different cultures. The more you know about different
cultures, the better you will be able to understand and interact with
people from those cultures. There are a number of resources available
to help you learn about different cultures, such as books, articles, and
websites.

= Experience different cultures. One of the best ways to learn about
different cultures is to experience them firsthand. This could involve
traveling to different countries, attending cultural events, or interacting
with people from different cultures in your own community.

= Be open to new experiences. \When you are interacting with people
from different cultures, be open to new experiences. This could mean
trying new foods, learning new customs, or simply listening to people's
stories.



Developing cultural intelligence takes time and effort, but it is worth it. The
more culturally intelligent we become, the more effective we will be in
reaching out to people from all backgrounds.

Here are a few examples of how cultural intelligence can be used in the
church:

= A church in a diverse community could offer worship services in
multiple languages. This would make it easier for people from all
backgrounds to feel welcome and connected.

= A missionary could learn the language and customs of the people
they are serving. This would help them to build relationships with the
people and share the gospel in a way that is relevant and meaningful
to them.

= A church could partner with a local community center to offer
programs that meet the needs of the community. This could help
the church to build relationships with people from different cultures and
share the love of Christ with them.

Cultural intelligence is a valuable tool for the church in a changing world.
By developing our cultural intelligence, we can be more effective in
reaching out to people from all backgrounds and sharing the gospel with
them.
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