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The Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and Self-
Assessment is a voluntary credentialing process for nurses who work with
individuals with developmental disabilities. This certification demonstrates a
nurse's knowledge and skills in this specialized area of nursing practice.

Purpose of the Review

The purpose of the Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and
Self-Assessment is to:

Establish a national standard for nursing practice in the field of
developmental disabilities

Recognize nurses who have demonstrated expertise in this area
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Promote professional development and lifelong learning among nurses

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for the Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and
Self-Assessment, a nurse must meet the following criteria:

Be a registered nurse (RN) or licensed practical nurse (LPN)

Have at least two years of experience working with individuals with
developmental disabilities

Complete the required educational program

Review Process

The Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and Self-
Assessment consists of a written exam and a self-assessment. The written
exam is a multiple-choice test that covers the following content areas:

Developmental disabilities

Nursing care of individuals with developmental disabilities

Professional issues in developmental disabilities nursing

The self-assessment is a reflective tool that allows nurses to assess their
own knowledge and skills in the field of developmental disabilities nursing.
The self-assessment is not graded, but it is an important part of the review
process.

Benefits of Obtaining Certification



Nurses who obtain the Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review
and Self-Assessment certification benefit from the following:

Increased knowledge and skills in the field of developmental
disabilities nursing

Recognition of their expertise in this area

Enhanced professional credibility

Improved job opportunities

Increased earning potential

Tips for Preparing for the Review

Here are some tips for nurses who are preparing for the Nurse
Developmental Disability Specialty Review and Self-Assessment:

Start studying early

Use a variety of study materials

Take practice exams

Seek support from a mentor or study group

Be confident on exam day

Resources

There are a number of resources available to help nurses prepare for the
Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and Self-Assessment.
These resources include:



The National Association of Developmental Disabilities Nurses
(NADDN)

The American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC)

The American Association on Intellectual and Developmental
Disabilities (AAIDD)

The Nurse Developmental Disability Specialty Review and Self-
Assessment is a valuable credential for nurses who work with individuals
with developmental disabilities. This certification demonstrates a nurse's
expertise in this specialized area of nursing practice. Nurses who obtain
this certification benefit from increased knowledge and skills, recognition of
their expertise, enhanced professional credibility, improved job
opportunities, and increased earning potential.
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