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On February 28, 2023, the Department of Anthropology at the University of
California, Berkeley hosted a public lecture featuring Dr. Paul Farmer, the
renowned medical anthropologist and humanitarian. The lecture, titled
"California in Public Anthropology 29," was part of the department's
ongoing California in Public Anthropology lecture series and drew a large
and enthusiastic audience.
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Dr. Farmer is the co-founder and chief strategist of Partners In Health
(PIH),a non-profit organization that provides healthcare to impoverished
communities around the world. He is also a professor of global health and
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social medicine at Harvard Medical School and has written extensively
about the social determinants of health and the importance of social justice
in healthcare.

The Lecture

In his lecture, Dr. Farmer spoke about the history of public anthropology in
California, the challenges facing the discipline today, and the importance of
training the next generation of anthropologists to work in the public sphere.
He began by discussing the work of early California anthropologists such
as Alfred Hulse Brooks, who studied the indigenous peoples of the state,
and Robert Lowie, who conducted fieldwork among the Crow Indians of
Montana.

Dr. Farmer then went on to discuss the challenges facing public
anthropology today. He noted that the discipline is often underfunded and
that anthropologists who work in the public sphere often face resistance
from powerful interests. He also discussed the importance of training the
next generation of anthropologists to work in the public sphere. He
emphasized the need for anthropologists to be able to communicate their
findings to a wide range of audiences, including policymakers, the media,
and the general public.

The Next Generation

Dr. Farmer concluded his lecture by speaking about the next generation of
anthropologists. He said that he is optimistic about the future of the
discipline and that he believes that the next generation of anthropologists
will be able to make a significant contribution to the world. He encouraged
the students in the audience to pursue their passion for anthropology and
to use their skills to make a difference in the world.



Dr. Farmer's lecture was a powerful and inspiring call to action for the next
generation of anthropologists. He reminded us of the importance of public
anthropology and the need to train the next generation of anthropologists to
work in the public sphere. He also gave us hope for the future, reminding
us that the next generation of anthropologists has the potential to make a
significant contribution to the world.

Image Description

The image accompanying this article is a photograph of Dr. Paul Farmer
speaking at the California in Public Anthropology 29 lecture. He is standing
at a podium, wearing a suit and tie. He is smiling and looking out at the
audience.
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