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Molly Caldwell Crosby

Molly Caldwell Crosby is an American author known for her historical fiction
novels. Her novel "The American Plague" was published in 2003 and was a
finalist for the National Book Award.
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Crosby was born in New York City and grew up in Connecticut. She
graduated from Brown University and earned an MFA from the University of
Michigan. She has worked as a journalist, teacher, and editor.

Crosby's writing is often praised for its historical accuracy and its ability to
bring the past to life. Her characters are complex and well-developed, and
her stories are both engaging and thought-provoking.

The American Plague

"The American Plague" is a novel set during the 1918 flu pandemic. The
story follows the lives of several characters as they navigate the challenges
of a deadly virus and a society in crisis.

The novel begins in Philadelphia, where the flu first strikes with devastating
force. The city is quickly overwhelmed by the number of sick and dying.
Hospitals are filled to capacity, and doctors and nurses are working around
the clock.

As the flu spreads across the country, the government and public health
officials struggle to contain the outbreak. There is no cure for the virus, and
the death toll continues to rise.

In the midst of this chaos, the novel follows the lives of several characters.
There is Agnes, a young woman who loses her husband and children to the
flu. There is Dr. Henry, a physician who is struggling to save his patients.
And there is Mary, a nurse who is risking her own life to care for the sick
and dying.



"The American Plague" is a gripping and thought-provoking story about the
1918 flu pandemic. Crosby's writing is both beautiful and heartbreaking,
and her characters are unforgettable. The novel is a reminder of the fragility
of life and the importance of human connection.

The 1918 Flu Pandemic

The 1918 flu pandemic was one of the deadliest pandemics in history. It is
estimated that the virus killed between 50 and 100 million people
worldwide.

The pandemic began in early 1918 and quickly spread around the globe.
The virus was particularly deadly for young adults and pregnant women.

There is no cure for the 1918 flu virus. Treatment was limited to supportive
care, such as rest, fluids, and pain relievers.

The pandemic had a devastating impact on society. The death toll led to
widespread grief and mourning. The economy was also severely disrupted.

The 1918 flu pandemic is a reminder of the importance of preparedness.
The virus is still a threat today, and scientists are constantly working on
developing new vaccines and treatments.

Molly Caldwell Crosby's novel "The American Plague" is a powerful and
moving story about the 1918 flu pandemic. Crosby's writing is both
beautiful and heartbreaking, and her characters are unforgettable. The
novel is a reminder of the fragility of life and the importance of human
connection.
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