
The Comprehensive Guide to Random Tables:
Unleashing the Power of Chance in
Storytelling
Random tables are a storytelling tool that can introduce an element of
chaos and unpredictability into your games and narratives. They can be
used to generate anything from character traits and plot hooks to
encounters and treasures. Random tables can help you break out of your
creative rut and come up with new and interesting ideas.

Random tables have been used for centuries in a variety of games and
activities. The earliest known random table was published in 1663 by the
Italian mathematician Girolamo Cardano. Cardano's table was used to
generate the outcome of dice rolls, and it is still used today in some
gambling games.

In the 20th century, random tables became increasingly popular in role-
playing games. The first edition of Dungeons & Dragons, published in
1974, included several random tables that could be used to generate
characters, monsters, and treasures. Random tables have since become a
staple of role-playing games, and they are also used in other tabletop
games, such as Warhammer and Shadowrun.
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There are many different types of random tables, each with its own unique
purpose. Some of the most common types of random tables include:

Character creation tables can be used to generate character traits,
skills, and backgrounds.

Plot hook tables can be used to generate ideas for story hooks and
adventures.

Encounter tables can be used to generate random encounters that
the players can face.

Treasure tables can be used to generate random treasures that the
players can find.

Random tables are easy to use. Simply roll a die or consult a random
number generator to determine the outcome. You can then use the result to
generate a character trait, plot hook, encounter, or treasure.

Here are a few tips for using random tables:

Don't be afraid to experiment. Random tables are a great way to
come up with new and interesting ideas. Don't be afraid to roll for
something unexpected and see what happens.
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Use random tables in moderation. Random tables can be a great
help, but they should not be used to replace your own creativity. Use
random tables as a starting point for your ideas, and then develop
them further on your own.

Have fun. Random tables are a great way to add an element of chaos
and unpredictability to your games and narratives. Have fun with them
and see what they can inspire you to create.

Random tables are a powerful storytelling tool that can help you break out
of your creative rut and come up with new and interesting ideas. They are
easy to use and can be used in a variety of games and narratives. So next
time you need a little inspiration, roll for something random and see what
happens.

The Random Table Generator

The SRD Random Table Generator

The Random Treasure Generator
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