
The English Tenses Exercise: A
Comprehensive Guide to Mastering Time in
English
Time is an essential element of any language, and English is no exception.
In English, there are 12 different tenses, each of which is used to express a
different relationship between time and an action or event.
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This comprehensive guide to the English tenses will help you master time
in English, with detailed explanations, examples, and exercises to practice.

The Simple Tenses

The simple tenses are used to express actions or events that occur at a
specific point in time.

Present simple: I work in a bank.
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Past simple: I worked in a bank.

Future simple: I will work in a bank.

The Continuous Tenses

The continuous tenses are used to express actions or events that are
happening over a period of time.

Present continuous: I am working in a bank.

Past continuous: I was working in a bank.

Future continuous: I will be working in a bank.

The Perfect Tenses

The perfect tenses are used to express actions or events that have already
happened.

Present perfect: I have worked in a bank.

Past perfect: I had worked in a bank.

Future perfect: I will have worked in a bank.

The Perfect Continuous Tenses

The perfect continuous tenses are used to express actions or events that
have been happening over a period of time and are still ongoing.

Present perfect continuous: I have been working in a bank.

Past perfect continuous: I had been working in a bank.

Future perfect continuous: I will have been working in a bank.



Modal Verbs

Modal verbs are used to express possibility, necessity, or permission.

Can: I can speak English.

Must: I must study for my exam.

May: May I borrow your pen?

Time Expressions

Time expressions are used to indicate when an action or event occurs.

Yesterday: I went to the store yesterday.

Last week: I went to the store last week.

Tomorrow: I will go to the store tomorrow.

Conditionals

Conditionals are used to express the relationship between two events or
actions.

If I study hard, I will pass my exam.

If I had studied harder, I would have passed my exam.

If I were you, I would study harder.

Exercises

Now that you have learned about the English tenses, it is time to practice.
Here are some exercises to help you master time in English:



1. Fill in the blanks with the correct tense of the verb.

I _____ (work) in a bank for five years.

I _____ (work) in a bank for five years when I was fired.

I _____ (work) in a bank for five years by the end of next year.

Rewrite the sentences in the past continuous tense.

I am eating dinner.

She is studying for her exam.

They are playing football.

Rewrite the sentences in the present perfect tense.

I have eaten dinner.

She has studied for her exam.

They have played football.

Rewrite the sentences in the future perfect tense.

I will have eaten dinner by the time you arrive.

She will have studied for her exam by the time the test starts.

They will have played football by the end of the day.

Translate the sentences into English.



Ich arbeite seit fünf Jahren in einer Bank.

Ich arbeitete seit fünf Jahren in einer Bank, als ich gefeuert wurde.

Ich werde bis Ende nächsten Jahres seit fünf Jahren in einer Bank
gearbeitet haben.

Mastering the English tenses is essential for effective communication in
English. This comprehensive guide has provided you with the knowledge
and tools you need to express time accurately and confidently.

Remember to practice regularly and don't be afraid to make mistakes. With
time and effort, you will become proficient in using the English tenses and
will be able to communicate effectively in any situation.
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