
The Seconds, Minutes, Hours, Days, Weeks,
Months, and Years After the 9/11 Attacks
The Seconds

At 8:46 a.m. on September 11, 2001, American Airlines Flight 11 crashed
into the North Tower of the World Trade Center in New York City. Seven
minutes later, at 8:53 a.m., United Airlines Flight 175 crashed into the South
Tower. The two planes, carrying a total of 147 passengers and crew,
exploded on impact, setting both towers on fire.

In the minutes that followed, chaos reigned. People in the towers and
nearby buildings fled for their lives, while emergency responders rushed to
the scene. By 9:03 a.m., the South Tower had collapsed, killing everyone
inside. At 9:59 a.m., the North Tower collapsed, killing everyone inside.
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The Minutes

In the minutes after the towers collapsed, the world watched in horror. The
attacks were the deadliest terrorist attack in American history, and they had
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a profound impact on the United States and the world.

President George W. Bush was in Florida when the attacks occurred. He
immediately returned to Washington, D.C., and addressed the nation that
evening. He vowed to bring the perpetrators to justice and to defend the
United States against further attacks.

The Hours

In the hours after the attacks, emergency responders worked to rescue
survivors and recover the bodies of the victims. The search and rescue
operation lasted for months, and it was one of the most difficult and
dangerous in history.

The attacks also had a significant impact on the economy. The stock
market closed for four days, and when it reopened, it plunged by more than
10%. The attacks also led to a sharp increase in the price of oil.

The Days

In the days after the attacks, the United States began to mourn its dead
and to rebuild its shattered cities. Flags flew at half-staff across the country,
and memorials were held in every town and city.

President Bush also ordered the military to launch a war against terrorism.
The first target was Afghanistan, where the Taliban government was
harboring Osama bin Laden, the leader of al-Qaeda, the terrorist group that
had carried out the attacks.

The Weeks



In the weeks after the attacks, the United States began to take steps to
prevent future attacks. Congress passed the Patriot Act, which gave the
government broad new powers to investigate and detain suspected
terrorists. The government also created the Department of Homeland
Security, which was tasked with protecting the country from terrorism.

The attacks also had a significant impact on the way Americans lived their
lives. People became more security-conscious, and they began to take
precautions against terrorism. The attacks also led to a sense of national
unity, as Americans came together to support each other in the face of
tragedy.

The Months

In the months after the attacks, the United States continued to wage its war
against terrorism. In October 2001, U.S. forces invaded Afghanistan, and in
March 2003, they invaded Iraq. The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq lasted for
years, and they cost the lives of thousands of American soldiers and
civilians.

The attacks also had a significant impact on the American economy. The
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were very expensive, and they contributed to
the country's budget deficit. The attacks also led to a decline in tourism and
investment, which further damaged the economy.

The Years

In the years since the 9/11 attacks, the United States has continued to
grapple with the legacy of that day. The attacks changed the way
Americans think about security, and they have led to a more militarized
society. The attacks also had a significant impact on the American



economy, and they continue to cost the country billions of dollars each
year.

The 9/11 attacks were a tragedy, but they also brought out the best in
America. In the face of adversity, Americans came together to support each
other and to rebuild their country. The attacks also inspired a new sense of
patriotism, and they reminded Americans of the importance of freedom and
democracy.

Today, the 9/11 attacks are remembered with memorials and ceremonies
across the country. The attacks are a reminder of the fragility of life and the
importance of cherishing the time we have with our loved ones.
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