
The Unknown World of the Mobile Home:
Creating the North American Landscape
The mobile home has been a ubiquitous part of the North American
landscape for decades, yet its history and impact remain largely unknown.
This article explores the hidden world of the mobile home, from its humble
beginnings to its current status as a symbol of both affordability and
displacement.
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Early History

The mobile home can trace its origins back to the early 1900s, when
companies began to produce prefabricated houses that could be easily
transported and assembled on-site. These early mobile homes were often
used as temporary housing for workers in remote areas, such as mining
camps and logging towns. They were also popular with families who were
looking for a more affordable alternative to traditional stick-built homes.
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In the 1940s and 1950s, the mobile home industry boomed as millions of
Americans moved to the suburbs. Mobile homes were seen as an ideal
way to provide affordable housing for these new suburbanites, and they
quickly became a common sight in trailer parks and mobile home
communities across the country.

The Golden Age of Mobile Homes

The 1960s and 1970s were the golden age of mobile homes. During this
time, mobile homes became more spacious and luxurious, and they began
to be seen as a more permanent form of housing. Many mobile homes
were built with additions such as garages, patios, and even swimming
pools. Some mobile homes even had two or three stories.

The mobile home industry reached its peak in the early 1970s, when over
500,000 mobile homes were produced in a single year. However, the
industry began to decline in the late 1970s as the economy slowed down
and interest rates rose. By the early 1980s, the mobile home industry was
in a full-blown recession.

The Rise of Manufactured Housing

In the 1980s, the mobile home industry began to rebound as manufacturers
began to produce more affordable and energy-efficient mobile homes.
These new mobile homes were often called "manufactured homes," and
they were built to the same standards as traditional stick-built homes.
Manufactured homes quickly became popular with families who were
looking for a more affordable alternative to traditional homes.

Today, manufactured homes are the most common type of mobile home.
They are built in factories and then transported to the site where they will



be permanently installed. Manufactured homes are typically more
affordable than traditional stick-built homes, and they are often more
energy-efficient as well.

The Impact of Mobile Homes

Mobile homes have had a significant impact on the North American
landscape. They have provided affordable housing for millions of
Americans, and they have helped to shape the way we live. Mobile homes
are often seen as a symbol of affordability and displacement, but they are
also a reminder of the ingenuity and adaptability of the American people.

The Future of Mobile Homes

The future of mobile homes is uncertain. The industry has been declining in
recent years, but there is still a strong demand for affordable housing. It is
possible that the mobile home industry will continue to evolve, and that new
and innovative types of mobile homes will be developed in the future.

One possible future for mobile homes is that they will become more like tiny
houses. Tiny houses are small, mobile homes that are often built on
wheels. They are typically less expensive than traditional mobile homes,
and they offer a more sustainable way of living. Tiny houses are becoming
increasingly popular, and it is possible that they will become a more
common type of mobile home in the future.

Another possible future for mobile homes is that they will become more
integrated with the community. In some communities
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