
Wonders in the Sky: The World's Most
Spectacular Auroras, Rainbows, and Clouds

Wonders in the Sky: Unexplained Aerial Objects from
Antiquity to Modern Times by Jacques Vallee

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3080 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 526 pages

The sky is a vast and ever-changing canvas, and it's home to some of the
most spectacular natural phenomena on Earth. From the vibrant colors of
the aurora borealis to the delicate arch of a rainbow, the sky is a source of
wonder and inspiration.

In this article, we'll take a closer look at some of the most amazing wonders
in the sky, including auroras, rainbows, and clouds. We'll explore the
science behind these phenomena, and we'll share some of the best places
to see them.

Auroras

Auroras, also known as the northern lights and southern lights, are one of
the most awe-inspiring natural phenomena on Earth. Auroras are caused
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by the interaction of charged particles from the sun with the Earth's
magnetic field. These particles are drawn to the magnetic poles, where
they collide with atoms and molecules in the atmosphere, causing them to
emit light.

Auroras typically appear as a curtain of light in the sky, and they can range
in color from green to red to purple. The most common color is green,
which is caused by the emission of light from oxygen atoms. Red auroras
are caused by the emission of light from nitrogen atoms, and purple
auroras are caused by the emission of light from helium atoms.

Auroras are most commonly seen in the winter months, when the nights
are longer and the sky is darkest. They are also more likely to be seen in
areas that are close to the magnetic poles, such as Alaska, Canada, and
Scandinavia.



Rainbows

Rainbows are another beautiful and common sight in the sky. Rainbows are
caused by the refraction and dispersion of sunlight in water droplets. When
sunlight passes through a water droplet, it is bent (refracted) and separated
into its component colors (dispersed). This separation of colors is what
creates the rainbow's arch.

Rainbows are always formed in a circle, but we typically only see an arc
because the ground blocks our view of the rest of the circle. The best time
to see a rainbow is after a rainstorm, when there are still plenty of water
droplets in the air.
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Rainbow seen from an airplane window

Clouds

Clouds are an essential part of the Earth's atmosphere, and they play a
vital role in the water cycle. Clouds are formed when water vapor in the
atmosphere condenses into tiny water droplets or ice crystals. These
droplets or crystals then collide with each other and grow in size, eventually
becoming visible as clouds.

There are many different types of clouds, each with its own unique
appearance and characteristics. Some of the most common types of clouds
include:
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Cirrus clouds are thin, wispy clouds that are made of ice crystals.
They are the highest clouds in the sky, and they are often seen on
clear days.

Cumulus clouds are puffy clouds that look like cotton balls. They are
formed at low altitudes, and they often indicate fair weather.

Stratus clouds are gray clouds that cover the entire sky. They are
often associated with drizzle or light rain.

Nimbostratus clouds are dark, thick clouds that produce rain or
snow. They are often associated with stormy weather.

The sky is a place of wonder and beauty, and it's home to some of the most
spectacular natural phenomena on Earth. From the vibrant colors of the
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aurora borealis to the delicate arch of a rainbow, the sky is a source of
inspiration and awe.

We hope this article has given you a better understanding of the science
behind these amazing sky phenomena. We encourage you to get outside
and explore the sky for yourself. You never know what you might see!
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